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State approves Alexandria’s $268,432 grant through 
"Safe Routes to School" program 
Walking and bicycling to Lincoln Elementary School in Alexandria will soon be safer.  
 
"Safe Routes to School" improvements  

 
This map shows proposed improvements near Lincoln Elementary under the “Safe Routes to School” 
application approved by the state.  

Walking and bicycling to Lincoln Elementary School in Alexandria will soon be safer. 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation reported on Friday that Alexandria’s 
application to receive a $268,432 grant through the “Safe Routes to School” 
program was approved. 

The project calls to build sidewalks on both sides of 12th Avenue and, as a second 
priority, on the south side of 13th Avenue between Lark and Elm Street. 

The plan also includes six new streetlights, 20 stop signs, crosswalks, crossing 
guard areas and other improvements designed to improve safety and encourage 
walking and biking. 

“We are very excited about this,” said Jessica Peterson of Douglas County Public 
Health who is a member of Active Living Douglas County that spearheaded the 
effort. “This was a very competitive process.” 

The state received 82 applications representing $83 million in projects and only 
approved 16 projects, 12 in Greater Minnesota. 

Peterson gave credit to two interns with the city planning department, Nick Buller 
and Derek Weller, who worked with Active Living in preparing the grant application, 
which was submitted in June. 



She added that the interns were hired through the Active Living program so the 
application process didn’t cost the city any money. 

Peterson said another community meeting with the neighborhood would be held 
soon to update residents about the project. 

Alexandria City Engineer Tim Schoonhoven was also excited to hear the project was 
approved. 

“I just think it’s great news,” he said. “It’s a really good project.” 

The best part of the project is that it takes a pro-active approach to addressing 
safety concerns in that neighborhood, Schoonhoven said. 

In 1997, an 11-year-old boy was killed while riding his bicycle along Highway 29 to 
Lake L’Homme Dieu Beach. As a result, the city, county, a citizens action group and 
the state worked together to build an underpass that made access to the beach 
much safer. 

With this latest project, the routes to Lincoln school will be made safer before 
anyone is seriously hurt, Schoonhoven said. 

The project focuses on the Lincoln area because of its prior interest in the Safe 
Routes to School program, its ideal location in terms of its neighborhood 
surroundings, and its close proximity to two popular parks – Dean Melton/Fillmore 
and Knute Nelson Memorial Park. 

Timelines for the project are still being worked on and the sidewalk approval will 
require separate council action. 

MnDOT announced the availability of the grants, which tap into federal funds, in 
May. 

All of the grants awarded – totaling about $3.8 million – will be used to improve or 
build trails and sidewalks for walking and biking, according to MnDOT Commissioner 
Tom Sorel. 



“These projects will help make walking and biking to school easier for children and 
more acceptable to their parents,” said Sorel. “The grants will mean safety 
improvements in routes to school so students will be more inclined to walk to school. 
And walking to school is another way to increase exercise for healthier kids.” 

Other areas in central and west central Minnesota that received grants include Pierz 
($446,704) and Detroit Lakes ($278,083). 

About Safe Routes 

The goals of the Safe Routes to School are to promote and facilitate children, 
including those with disabilities, to walk and/or bike to school; to make biking and 
walking to school safer and more appealing, thus encouraging healthy/active living 
at an early age; and to facilitate planning and development that promotes safe and 
environmentally sustainable travel. 
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